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SPECIAL 4 PAGE PULL-OUT SECTIoN oF LIBRARY NEWs

BLUE GRAss BRANCH NEWs
 Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. is Story 
and Craft time at the Blue Grass Library 
this summer.  Our very þrst week we had 20 
children in attendance so come join the fun 
in our neighborhood!
	 Friday, June 11 the children met Mike from 
the Wapsi Environmental Center and learned 
about Iowaõs Furry Friends.  On Thursday, 
June 24, the humorous Tacky the Penquin 
will make his polar splash at the Blue Grass 
Library.  The children will listen to one of 
his adventures, make a craft and enjoy a cold 
treat.
	 On Thursday, July 22 at 3:30 p.m. children 
and adults will learn how to be a Water Hero.  
They will learn what to do when someone is 
drowning and see how fast they are at put-
ting on water safety gear.  Steve Vacek from 
the Army Corp of Engineers will provide the 
instruction.
 Over 100 children and young adults have 
signed up for the Summer Reading Program.
Some are half-way through completing the 
program and are already standing in line for 
their prizes.

BUFFALo BRANCH NEWs
Cindy Mosier, Branch Associate
	 Spring is always an active time at the Buf-
falo Branch.  Recently, the Story Hour kids 
did their annual ÿower-planting. The kids 
each planted a petunia to take to their Moms 
for Motherõs Day, then planted the rest of the 
ÿowers in pots in our courtyard.  The young-
sters enjoyed the swing afterward.
	 The Story Hour kids have also colored 
numerous cutouts of water creatures ð frogs, 
þsh, even an octopus ð in line with the Summer 
Reading Program theme.  These are all hanging 
from the ceiling throughout the Library.  The 

artists have fun spotting their own critters.
	 The Summer Reading Program is off to 
a great start, and many related activities are 
scheduled:
	 On Wednesday, June 23, Tacky the Penguin, 
from Helen Lesterõs well-loved childrenõs 
books, will visit.  Kids will make a craft, and 
enjoy a cold treat.  
	 On Monday, June 28, Steve Vacek from the 
Army Corps of Engineers will be in, to present 
òBe a Water Heroó, a program on how to save 
someone from drowning.  
	 On Saturdays through July 31, we will 
offer a free ôMake & Take Craft Timeõ.  Kids 
can stop in from 9 a.m. to noon, and make 
something fun to take home.  
	 Tuesday June 8, through July 27:  Every 
Tuesday will be ôGames ð Unpluggedõ!  A 
variety of board games will be available. This 
has been a popular event, with kids coming 
in and bringing some of their own games, as 
well. 
 	 òMaster of Disaster!ó will be the theme 
on Wednesday, July 21.   Erika Flecker of the 
American Red Cross will visit to show how 
a tornado works, and explain how to be safe 
in hazardous weather. 
	 And, as always, our usual Story Hour runs 
every Wednesday at 10 a.m.  Kids can listen 
to several stories, and make a related craft.
	 Plenty to do at your local Library!

DURANT BRANCH NEWs
	 The Durant Library Branch began the þs-
cal year with a successful Summer Reading 
Program. Our programs included a musical 
festival where children made their own instru-
ments, a òBe Creativeó Story Hour where the 
children painted their own masterpieces, a pup-
pet-making seminar, and a story hour where the 
kids had fun creating their own paper pizzas. In 

September, we started an adult Book Discus-
sion Group that meets on the third Wednesday 
of every month, at the 5th Street Bistro at 10 
a.m. The group has grown to 12 regulars, but 
anyone is welcome to join. In October, we had 
a visit from Froggy the storybook character, 
and a Halloween Story Hour/costume party.  
November Story Hour was a Thanksgiving 
theme, and the children made pinecone turkeys 
with real feathers.  The December Story Hour 
had a Christmas theme. The children made 
snowman scenes and Santas, received candy 
canes, and then got to choose a wrapped gift 
from the grab bag. In January 2010, the library 
received a new computer from the Durant 
Library Board, bringing the total to four. For 
the January Story Hour, the children designed 
and made their own jewelry. In February, the 
children made Valentineõs cards. We had an 
Easter Story Hour in March, and had a visit 
from the Easter Bunny. The children made 
egg displays and a cotton lamb faces. April 
was National Frog Month, so two tadpoles 
were brought in for the children to see and 
they learned the difference between frogs 
and toads.  At the May Story Hour, we made 
3-D þsh to hang in the library. In June, the 
2010 Summer Reading Program started and 
160 have already signed up. On June 24 at 10 
a.m., Durant will host a visit from Tacky the 
Penguin and make some crafts.

PRINCEToN BRANCH NEWs
Dawn McMeen, Branch Associate
	 We started the summer, at the Princeton 
Branch, with a great birthday party for the 
library þsh. Everyone enjoyed cupcakes, party 
games and a very wet (outside) squirt gun þght. 
Fish was very happy to see so many at his party 
and he would like to thank all that attended. 
We are also voting on a name for the þsh. 

During the months of June and July, You 
will receive a shell for each book read 
to use as a vote for our þsh's new name.  
We have three names picked out for the þsh. 
The name with the most shells at the 
end of July will be his new name. 
 Story time meets each Wednesday at 
10 a.m., everyoneõs invited to stop in to 
enjoy a story and a craft.   We have had 
some interest in starting an art class, so on 
every third Friday of the month at 4 p.m., 
starting in July, Penne will be teaching art. 
The class will be opened to all ages and all skill 
levels. We will be starting out with drawing.  
On Friday, July 9 at 4 p.m. weõll have 
a jewelry workshop and will be mak-
ing jewelry out of shells. On Saturday, 
July 24 at 10 a.m. weõll be making boats 
out of everyday items and racing them. 
With August comes Princeton Days. On Sat-
urday, July 28, we will once again be hosting 
a Wii bowling tournament. Trophies will be 
given out to the top three winners. Also on 
August 28 from 1-3 p.m. the Lionõs Club 
will have a free vision testing for preschool 
children, which will be held in our libraryõs 
meeting room. Come and enjoy the activities 
with us at Princeton.

WALCoTT BRANCH NEWs
	 The Summer Reading Program has started 
on a high note here in Walcott.  65 children have 
signed up.  On Monday, June 14 an under-the-
sea mural was decorated.  It will be displayed 
in the library for the duration of the summer 
reading program.  The wet, cloudy weather 
has brought many children into the library to 
use the computer and check out books and 
movies. We are seeing many new faces this 
summer, with people getting library cards.   

LIBRARY BRANCH NEWs

SUMMER SPLAsH PRIZE BAsKETs – THE MoRE YoU 
CHECK OUT THE BETTER CHANCE YoU HAVE To WIN!

	 The Scott County Library System Eldridge Branch has 
three great prize baskets available for a special promotion. 
For a half hour before through a half hour after each youth 
event we hold at the Eldridge Library participants will 

get an entry form to place into a drawing for the baskets. 
Each basket has a theme that reÿects a special event that 
will be held this summer and includes fun items like 
books, puzzles, bubbles, sand toys and games. Next time 
you attend one of our special events be sure to check out 
an arm load to increase your chances to win one of these 
special packages.




